establishing public policies capable of implementing protection and preventive measures, can it be hoped that displaced people will be able to defend their rights and attain better living conditions. Several round-tables were organized to address the diverse topics that had been placed on the Colloquium's agenda, which included historical aspects of IHL and ICL; current challenges related to means and methods of warfare; refugees and internally displaced people in contemporary armed confl icts; the use of force in international law; the role of international organizations during armed confl icts, and the foundations and characteristics of ICL (ad hoc tribunals, the ICC and the internationalized courts).
Within the framework of the panel on historical aspects, Prof. Juan Herminio García Zeballos (National University of La Plata) made a general presentation on the diachronic evolution of rules constraining violence in times of war, with particular focus on mediaeval times and the contribution of Christianity to IHL. Going back in time, in his paper " Th e Punishment of Ares: Limits to Armed Violence and Responsibility for the Commission of War Crimes in Ancient Greece ", Prof. Emiliano Buis demonstrated that an analysis of the classical texts of an ancient civilization -traditionally conceived as being extremely violent -reveals a basis of common sense that did not seem to have tolerated excess in times of confl ict.
Th e panel on IHL and the protection of victims included a presentation by Pablo González and Martín Picasso (National University of La Plata) on the extent of protection granted by the Geneva Conventions to persons and goods, showing some inconsistencies and specifi cally addressing its main defi ciencies. Prof. Laura María Giosa examined the application of the pro homine principle, established in human rights law, in the legal protection of children in times of armed confl ict. Finally, Lila García (University of Buenos Aires) presented some interesting ideas on the situation of migrants and their safety vis-à-vis the complicated status of international security after the 9-11 terrorist attacks.
Th e third panel, dealing with problems arising from the status of combatants in IHL, focused mainly on aspects related to peace operations and war crimes. It was launched by a presentation of Prof. Guillermo Javier Duberti (University of Buenos Aires) in which the violation of several well-established conventional and customary rules by UN peace forces was studied in light of the recent jurisprudence of national and international tribunals. After this presentation, Prof. Romina Pezzot (University of Buenos Aires) drew the audience's attention to economic issues connected to severe violations of IHL. She presented an in-depth analysis of money-laundering resulting from the commission of war crimes.
Th e last panel addressed international responsibility and sanctions imposed by the judicial treatment of IHL violations, the pragmatics of internationalized courts and the ups-and-downs of the fi rst years of the ICC. In a paper called " Th e Application of the Geneva Conventions: Th e Jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights ", Facundo Achaga (UNICEN) discussed how (and to what extent) a regional mechanism might be useful in responding to IHL violations committed by States.
